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The Religion of Israel to the Exile. By Karl Budde. New 
York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1899. Pp. xx + 228. $1.50. 

These lectures are an attempt to give a solution of the problem of 
the historic origin and growth of Israel's religion. They show much 
keenness of treatment. Few men, indeed, have a better right to speak 
on this subject than Professor Budde, whose work along varied Old 
Testament lines has revealed, not only an accomplished scholar, but 
also a touch of genius. He is, too, a man of real devoutness and a 
believer in a supernatural revelation of God, enshrined in the Hebrew 
Scriptures and in Jesus Christ. We wish, however, that this belief, 
probably felt somewhat out of place in a scientific discussion, had 
found more repeated expression in these lectures. 

Along with much that is now old and generally received by scholars 
holding modern critical views, Professor Budde has emphasized some 
new and striking points. He regards Yahweh as originally a Kenite 
storm or nature warrior deity whom Moses introduced to the children 
of Israel, and with whom they, having recognized him as their 
deliverer from Egypt, entered into covenant at Sinai. Yahweh, how- 
ever, was not at this time a God demanding primarily morality, but sim- 
ply a great and powerful deity of nature, worshiped with fear and dread. 
The knowledge of Yahweh's demand for righteousness came through 
conscience awakened by reflection upon the cause of his pleasure or 
displeasure. 

The germ of this whole development took root at Sinai. Israel's religion 
became ethical because it was a religion of choice and not of nature, because 
it rested on a voluntary decision which established an ethical relation between 
the people and its God for all time. 

After the conquest Yahweh, the God of the desert and the nomad 
(with whom many other gods were worshiped), supplanted the Canaan - 
ite Baalim, becoming thus the God of agriculture, and dwelling at the 
Canaanite shrines about which grew the patriarchal legends. In this 
process the Yahwism of the desert (represented in the notions of the 
Rechabites) was transformed, and prepared to become the religion of 
a civilized people and humanity. " Baal-worship supplied what it 
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lacked." Through the championship of early prophets, priests, and 
kings, delivering Israel from foreign foes and the Canaanites still resid- 
ing in the land, Yahweh became himself the Baal or the Lord of the 
land. His worship was then purified from the evil elements which it 
absorbed, by the contest, in the first instance, with the Syrian Baal who 
stood in with court luxury and oppression, while Yahweh represented 
the cause of simple life. Then in the humiliation of Northern Israel, and 
at the same time the recognition of the almightiness of Yahweh, came 
the conception of the purpose of Israel's choice and the demand of 
Yahweh for righteousness expressed by the prophets of the eighth 
century. This is the line of thought of the first four lectures. In the 
last two (there are six altogether), discussing the religion of Yahweh 
in Judah, a striking point is given in the notion that Manasseh's idola- 
try was not meant to be hostile or irreverent toward Yahweh, but that 
the sun, moon, and stars were worshiped in the temple as Yahweh's 
vassals, and thereby the conviction of Yahweh's supremacy over the 
whole world and all its gods was sharpened by this pantheon subor- 
dinated to him. 

All such endeavors, as represented in these lectures, to trace the 
historic growth of Israel's religion are praiseworthy and lead forward to 
its true solution, but they always involve such a one-sided selection of 
material for proof, and such preconceived views of biblical statements, 
that one is tempted again and again to say " non liquet; " yet they 
may be in the line of exact truth. 

Yale University, Edward L. Curtis. 
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The Son of Man : Studies in His Life and Teachings. By 
Gross Alexander, S.T.D., Professor of New Testament 
Exegesis inVanderbilt University. Nashville, Tenn.: Bar- 
bee & Smith, 1899. Pp. xvi+380. $1. 

Rev. J. J. Tigert, D.D., book editor of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, who writes the introduction to this volume, speaks of 
it as "the first contribution to biblical theology emanating from our 
ministry or church, and a most noteworthy contribution." The south- 
ern Methodists are to be congratulated, and it is sincerely to be wished 
that they may accept this valuation of the book by the official editor 
of their publications. It would be a profitable thing for the great 
mass of church members, north as well as south, to read a work like 
this, which is popular in its presentation of the facts, brief and sketchy; 



